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Patsy Aldana is the president of IBBY and the founder of Groundwood Books. Born in Guatemala and now 

residing in Canada, Aldana has remained dedicated to issues of social justice and bringing children and 

books together. Taking a leadership role, Aldana helped create the IBBY Fund for Children in Crisis, which 

led to projects being established in Colombia, Gaza and Lebanon that focus on the power of literature to 

help children who have experienced traumatic events. Aldana was the founding president of the Canadian 

Coalition for School Libraries and the Organization of Ontario Publishers. She served as president of the 

Association of Canadian Publishers for two years and is on the founding board of the Canadian Children’s 

Book Centre.  

Carmen Diana Dearden is the editor and publisher of Ediciones Ekaré, a Venezuelan Publishing 

House founded in 1978, which pioneered children's book publishing in Latin America. She is also 

President of the Banco del Libro, which won the Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award in 2007 for its 

profound impact on children's reading in Venezuela and other Latin American countries. She has 

written and adapted many stories including La Calle es Libre, which has been translated into thir-

teen languages. She was president of IBBY from 1994 to 1998.  

Yohannes Gebregeorgis is the founder of Ethiopia Reads, an organization he established in 2003 to 

realize his vision of improving literacy and creating a culture of reading in this generation of Ethiopian 

children. Gebregeorgis was born in the town of Negelle Borena in Ethiopia and moved to the United 

States in 1982. In October 2008, Gebregeorgis was named one of the “Top 10 Heroes of the Year” by 

CNN, in recognition of his work to bring positive global change by empowering  children through edu-

cation. Gebregeorgis is also a recipient of the 2008 Presidential Citation for International Innovation 

from the American Library Association. He was one of the first to receive this honor in its inaugural 

year.  

Arvind Kumar is an independent publisher who specializes in bringing important contemporary titles 

to Hindi audiences and high-quality children's books to millions of needy children throughout India. 

Previously, Kumar founded Scholastic India Pvt. Ltd., a subsidiary of Scholastic Inc and headed it 

until 2005. Before Scholastic, Kumar was the Director of the National Book Trust in India where he 

developed innovative programs nationwide to promote books and reading and published books in 16 

languages. Prior to joining NBT, Kumar served as President of the All India Association of Hindu 

Publishers and represented the industry during the formulation of the Indian National Book Policy.  

    

Business colleague Arundhati Deosthale will co-present with Arvind Kumar.  She was previously 

Chief Editor at Scholastic India.  She has worked on Sahitya Akademi's Encyclopaedia of Indian  

Literature, and has written, edited, and translated many books for children.   

Valerie Coghlan is the President of IBBY Ireland and Librarian at the Church of Ireland College of 

Education in Dublin. Coghlan served as co-editor of Bookbird, IBBY’s journal of international  chil-

dren’s literature, for over four years. She has co-edited two guides to Irish children’s books, The Big 

Guide to Irish Children’s Books (1996) and The Big Guide 2: Irish Children’s Books (2000). She also 

edited Divided Worlds: Studies in Children’s Literature (2007) with Mary Shine Thompson and has 

published numerous articles in journals and books in Ireland and abroad. 

http://www.ekare.com/English/index.cfm
http://www.ibby.org/


Arthur Levine is a leading American publishing executive and author. After working with Dial, Putnam 

and Alfred A Knopf Books for Young Readers, Levin joined Scholastic as the publisher of his own imprint, 

Arthur A. Levine Books. While serving as vice-president of Scholastic Inc. he oversaw the U.S. distribution 

of J.K. Rowling’s immensely popular Harry Potter series. As an editor, Levine has worked on a range of 

books including Philip Pullman's The Golden Compass, Jerry Spinelli's Crash, and two Caldecott winners, 

Peggy Rathmann's Officer Buckle and Gloria and Emily McCully's Mirette on the High Wire. Levine has 

also authored six picture books including All the Lights in the Night, Bono and Nonno, and The Boardwalk 

Princess. 

Ana Maria Machado is a Brazilian journalist, writer, and professor born in Rio de Janeiro. She has 

written more than 100  books for children and adults and has received significant Brazilian and interna-

tional honors.  Her writing, in the style of  “magical realism,” is marked by a subtle mix of social satire 

and fantastic elements as well as a conscious and playful use of language and narrative structures. 

Machado has been a member of the Brazilian Academy of Letters since 2003 and received the Machado 

de Assis award from the institution in 2001. In 2000, she was awarded IBBY’s Hans Christian Ander-

sen Award for her life work.  

Naomi Shihab Nye gives voice to her experience as an Arab American through poems about heritage 

and peace that overflow with a humanitarian spirit. Nye is the author of numerous books of poems, 

including You and Yours, which received the Isabella Gardner Poetry Award.  Along with receiving 

numerous awards and four Pushcart Prizes, she has been a Lannan Fellow, a Guggenheim Fellow, and 

a Wittner Bynner Fellow. She was also featured on the Bill Moyers PBS poetry series “The Language 

of Life.”  

Kang Woo Hyon is a graphic designer, illustrator, author and current president of the Korean Board on 

Books for Young People (KBBY). Kang serves as the CEO of Nami Island Inc., and as the coordinator of the 

Nami Island International Children´s Book Festival. He has won numerous awards including first prize at the 

5th Noma Contest in 1987, the picture book prize of the 20th Kodansha Shuppan Bunka Award in 1987, the 

Children's Culture Award in Korea in 1995, the 1999 Prime Minister Prize of Korea Designer's Award and 

many others. Kang resides in Seoul, Korea.  

Jane Meyers is a professional librarian with over 20 years experience working with and living in Africa. 

She lived in Malawi for nearly four years developing a network of research libraries for the country's 

Ministry of Agriculture and pioneering CD-ROM applications for Africa. Ten years later she created a 

library for the children of Fountain of Hope, a drop-in shelter in Lusaka, Zambia. Through her literacy 

work in Zambia, Meyer developed the concept, approach and organization of the Lubuto Library Project. 

In 2006, she was awarded honorary lifetime membership by the Zambia Library Association.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rio_de_Janeiro


Siobhan Parkinson was the first children's writer appointed Writer-in-Residence for the Dublin Corporation/

Irish Writers' Centre. She is also the former co-editor of Bookbird, the magazine of IBBY International.  

Parkinson has authored 12 novels, including Something Invisible and Second Fiddle with Roaring Brook Press 

as well as Sisters . . . No Way!, winner of Ireland's Bisto Book of the Year Award, The Moon King, a Bisto 

Merit Award winner, Four Kids, Three Cats, Two Cows, One Witch (Maybe), also a Bisto Merit Award win-

ner, and Kathleen: The Celtic Knot, in the American Girls/Girls of Many Lands series. A frequent contributor 

to The Horn Book and other journals, Parkinson lives in Dublin with her husband and son. 

Anne Pellowski is a renowned international storyteller, author and former librarian for the New York Pub-

lic Library. Pellowski has published titles such as The Story Vine, World of Children's Stories, Family   

Storytelling Handbook, and others. She is a founder and director of the Information Center on Children’s  

Cultures, part of the United States Committee for UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund). Since 1996 

she has been a volunteer with IBBY conducting workshops in developing countries on the creation of 

books for children in minority languages. In 2005 Pellowski received the National Storytelling Network 

Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Christiane Raabe is the director of the International Youth Library, the world’s largest library for interna-

tional children’s literature with a collection of almost 600,000 books in more than 130 languages. Previously 

Dr. Raabe worked as head of the scholarly texts editorial office at KG Saur Verlag, the leading publisher for 

international library science, where she was responsible for the concept and organization of several extensive 

editions. In addition to her editorial work, she also wrote articles for various books and co-published two 

cultural historical guidebooks, including Spaziergänge durch das München berühmter Frauen (Walking 

through Munich in the footsteps of famous women). 

Katherine Paterson was born in Qing Jiang, China. She has won many prestigious awards for her 

books for young people, including the Newbery Medal and the National Book Award for Children's 

Literature. She was also honored with IBBY’s Hans Christian Andersen Award and the Astrid 

Lindgren Award. Her book The Bridge to Terabithia was made into a feature film in 2007. Katherine 

Paterson’s international fame rests not only on her widely acclaimed novels but also on her efforts to 

promote literacy in the U.S. and abroad.  

Vladimir Radunsky was born in the Ural Mountains and grew up in Moscow where he studied art, 

design, and architecture. His more than twenty works have been translated into numerous languages, 

received many awards, and have been exhibited in France, Italy, Japan, and the U.S.  The trademark of 

Radunsky’s art has been unconventional books, richly diverse in text and images with styles and tech-

niques ranging from those of realist painters to stylized advertising posters of the 1930s and abstract 

collages.  

Liz Page is the current Executive Director of IBBY. She was a founding member of JuKiBu, the   

Intercultural Children’s Library in Basel. Later, she was elected President of the Intercultural 

Children’s Libraries Association of Switzerland. Page joined IBBY as Executive Assistant in 

1997, worked as Administrative Director from 2003-2006, and served as the Director of Member 

Services, Communications and New Projects before being appointed Executive Director. 



Nurit Shilo-Cohen is Senior Curator-at-Large for Museum Education in the Israel Museum in  

Jerusalem. She has been Chief Curator and Director of The Ruth Youth Wing of the Israel Museum 

for 15 years; before that she was an exhibition curator in the art department of the Museum. Shilo-

Cohen is also the author of many books and articles. She has a degree in art history and Jewish  

philosophy and a degree in biology, both from the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. She is a Board 

Member of Hands On! Europe. 

Jocelyne Trouillot is the initiator of IBBY Haiti. Her primary training is in the field of educational 

psychology in Haiti and in France. After moving to the U.S., she specialized in bilingual education 

and later in educational administration. She is a prominent author (under her Creole name of Joslin 

Twouyo) for Éditions Université Caraïbe, a publisher of children’s books, instructional materials, 

and other books in Creole, French, English, and Spanish. Her titles include the Gougou and Jennjan 

series, and biographies of  important Haitian historical figures. Trouillot is an advocate of bilingual 

education and is well known in the field of education for her scholarly contributions. 

 

David Wiesner is an award-winning American author and illustrator of children's books and publications. 

He is known for his unique works that often tell a fantastical dream-like story without words, only  

illustrations. After co-authoring Loathsome Dragon with his wife, he authored and illustrated Free Fall, 

which was awarded a 1989 Caldecott Honor Medal. He won the first-prize Caldecott Medal for three self-

authored books, Tuesday (1992), The Three Pigs (2002) and Flotsam (2007). Among his many honors, 

Wiesner holds the Japan Picture Book Award for Tuesday, the Prix Sorcières (the French equivalent of the 

Caldecott Medal) for The Three Pigs, and a 2004 IBBY Honour Book nomination for illustration. 

Shaun Tan is an Australian born author and illustrator of Chinese decent.  He is best known for 

picture books that deal with social, political, and historical subjects through surreal, dream-like 

imagery. Books such as The Rabbits, The Red Tree, The Lost Thing, and the acclaimed wordless 

novel The Arrival have been widely translated throughout Europe, Asia and South America. Tan 

has also worked as a theatre designer, and as a concept artist for the films Horton Hears a Who and 

WALL-E. His most recently published book is Tales from Outer Suburbia.  

Klaas Verplancke is a Flemish illustrator and advertising art director. Along with hundreds of contributions 

to illustration magazines, he has also authored more than 130 books, many of which have been published in 

numerous European and Asian countries. He was the first Flemish illustrator to win a Bologna Ragazzi 

Award for Ozewiezewoze.  He was also the 2006 Hans Christian Andersen Award nominee from the Flemish 

section of Belgian IBBY and finalist for the award. In addition, Verplancke writes articles and picture book 

reviews in Flanders and the Netherlands.  

Barbara  Schraioth, an art historian with a PH.D., has worked for many years as an editor and 

journalist in the field of books and reading with an emphasis on literature for children and young 

people and illustration. From 1992 to 2007, she was director of the Internationale Jugendbibliothek 

(International Youth Library, Munich, Germany). From 1985 until 1991 Barbara Scharioth was 

president of the West German IBBY Section and served for several years as a member of the IBBY 

Executive Committee. 
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